
DIRECTV APP - SPORTS CENTRAL - SPORTS APPS 

It is January 2026 and the Australian Open (AO) is in full swing.  So when is it on DirecTV?

If I use the magnifying glass search,  I get the 2026 Australian Open Tennis Tournament and can record 
the whole tournament with a single click, even though some matches are on ESPN2, a few are on the 
Tennis Channel, and then jumps to ESPN for the quarter finals.  In a 24 hour period I recorded more 
than 34 hours of tennis.  Not something you can do with a 20 hour recording limit.

LONG OK.

 While watching TV, a long press of the OK button will bring up a list of live sports currently airing on 
DirecTV.   The list that appears on the left side of the screen shows that the Cricket World Cup, and the 
Australian Open are the only live sports on that early in the morning.  The long OK is slightly different 
than going the guide and using the Sports filter, because that includes anything sports related like sports 
movies and sports news.

Note: The Long OK 
is not available on 
DirecTV app for the 
smartphone, tablet, 
web browser and on 
the app for some 
smartTVs.



SPORTS CENTRAL

The little football on the left menu is Sports Central.  The Sports Central option is available on the 
dedicated streaming devices like the DirecTV Gemini boxes,  Rokus, FireSticks, and ChromeCasts. 

Open Sports Central
Scroll down to "Racquet Sports" to see live and upcoming AO matches.  You can record matches 
individually with this option,

Note: Sports 
Central is not 
available on 
the DirecTV 
app for the 
smart phone, 
tablet, web 
browser and 
on the app for 
some 
smartTVs.

SPORTS APPS 

Your DirecTV Stream plan also comes with access stream with cable apps  including apps like CBS 
Sports, ESPN, FanDuel, FoxSports, NBC Sports and the Tennis Channel.  Any of these apps can be 
downloaded from the streaming store and authorized with your TV provider (DirecTV) billing 
credentials.

In the case of the AO, the match was playing on ESPN2 and went over the allotted time.  On the 
ESPN2 channel, they reminded you that this was "STREAMING LIVE ON THE ESPN APP" and then 
went to regularly scheduled programming, but the match continued streaming on the ESPN app.  



The ESPN app shows all of their streamable programs.  Only those included in your DirecTV choice 
package (ESPN, ESPN2, ESPNU) can be streamed without additional purchases.    It will save you a 
lot of aggravation if you don't click on things not included.    For the ESPN app, avoid channels that 
have the plus sign  ESPN+ or ESPN Unlimited  or ESPN Desportes designations.  

The ESPN
Home Screen.

The ESPN app allows you to continue streaming a match, even if the ESPN channel it was airing on cut 
the match short to go to its regularly scheduled show.

If you search for Australian Open, the ESPN list starts off showing you live streaming, and if you scroll 
down far enough you will see the word Replay and you can play matches that you missed.

Use the ESPN app to watch AO matches that run over their allotted time, and to replay past matches On 
Demand.  

I have used the "Stream with Cable Apps" to stream my Comcast and U-verse content for years.    I 
thought I was done with that when I moved to a true streaming service, but I am finding the DirecTV 
On Demand experience still benefits with using a few of these individual channel apps. 


