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Meeting Minutes

Linda Briggs opened today’s meeting at 9:30 a.m. with a few quick announcements:
● A pair of prescription glasses was found in the computer lab on Tuesday (possibly left 
there on Monday). They'll be returned to the lab, so if they're yours, you can grab them 
there!
● We received the sad news of Dan Rokjer’s passing. Dan was the husband of Marie 
Rokjer, a long time VRCC volunteer. Please keep Marie in your thoughts.
● Looking ahead, Jurgen Schwanitz from ACT Computers will be back on Thursday, 
March 13th, at 9:30 AM in the PACH Kitchen to talk about Digital Currency—an exciting 
and rapidly growing topic..

Our Special Guest: Jessica Matthews from the IRC Library System

Today, we had the pleasure of hearing from Jessica Matthews, the Head Reference Librarian 
for the IRC Library System. She gave us a fantastic overview of library resources, services, 
and tech tools that many people don't even know exist.
Jessica oversees reference services at the Main Library, North County Library in Sebastian, 
and Brackett Library at IRSC’s Mueller Campus, plus two additional locations: the recently 
reopened Fellsmere Library and the Gifford Youth Achievement Center Library.

Branch Updates & Awesome Library Services

● Fellsmere Library now has select evening hours.
● Gifford Youth Achievement Center Library offers youth-focused services.
● A book vending machine at the IG Center lets you borrow books by scanning your 
library card! You can also request books online and pick them up there.
● The library offers a variety of materials, including picture books, large-print books, 
and language-learning resources.
● Fun tech options like Playaways (preloaded audiobooks) and Wonderbooks 
(interactive storybooks) help kids learn to read.

Apps & Digital Resources.  Jessica highlighted two must-have apps:
● Libby & Hoopla: Access eBooks, audiobooks, and more from your phone or tablet.
● STEAM Kits, 3D Printers & STEM Carts: Hands-on learning tools available for kids.
● Makerspace at North County Library: Features 3D printers, laser engravers, and 
robotics kits.
● Preservation Lab at Brackett Library: Digitize VHS tapes, scan old photos/slides, and 
preserve large-format documents. (Appointments required!)

The library is a community hub offering free services like:
● Museum passes
● Blood pressure monitoring kits
● Bird-watching kits
● Tech help sessions
● Various book clubs



Genealogy & Archives Department
If you're into family history, Jessica says you'll love the library’s Genealogy & Archives 
Department! Archivist Michelle Wagner and Assistant Librarian Chelsea can help with 
genealogy research, and you'll have free access to databases like:

● ProQuest & HeritageQuest
● MyHeritage & Ancestry Library Edition
● Tools like microfilm/microfiche readers and a BookEye scanner for digitizing historical 
documents

Hours:
● Mon-Thu: 10 AM–8 PM
● Tue-Fri: 10 AM–5 PM
● Sun: 1–5 PM

Law Library Services
Need legal forms? The library has Gale Legal Forms, which provide downloadable templates 
for wills, estates, and more.

Meeting & Study Spaces
● Study rooms: First-come, first-served for tutoring or small group work.
● Event & Conference Rooms: Hold up to 200 people, with Zoom/streaming 
capabilities. (Rental fee: ~$50/day.)

Tech & Printing Services
● Easy-to-use flatbed scanners for digitizing documents.
● Black-and-white printing: $0.10 per page.
● Plenty of public computers available at all locations.

Digital Resources for Learning & Research
● AtoZ Databases: Great for job seekers and small businesses.
● LinkedIn Learning: Online courses in coding, photography, Excel, and more—
certifications
included!
● NewsBank, Gale, and EBSCO: Research tools for various topics.
● Novelist (by EBSCO): Personalized book recommendations.
● Mango Languages: Learn over 60 languages for free!
● Consumer Reports & Weiss Financial Ratings: Free access to financial and product 
reviews.

Career Online High School (COHS)
The library sponsors an accredited high school diploma program for adults! Fully funded by 
the Friends of the Library, scholarships (valued at $1,400 each) have helped 13 people 
graduate since 2022.

Community Events & Programs.  Jessica also highlighted some exciting community 
programs, including:

● Matinee movies
● Craft sessions
● Mobile book clubs
● Senior safety & scam awareness workshops



That's A Wrap!
Jessica wrapped up her presentation by emphasizing how libraries are more than just books
—they’re community hubs full of free resources, engaging programs, and spaces for 
everyone. Whether you're into history, tech, reading, or lifelong learning, there’s something for 
you at the library!
And to top that, Jessica stayed after the meeting closed to sign up several community 
members as IRC Library members. It's free:-) A huge thank you to Jessica for such an 
informative and engaging presentation!

3/13/25 9:30 a.m. Jurgen Schwanitz, ACT Computers -- DIGITAL CURRENCY
Please come join us - arrive 15 minutes early - bring a friend.
Thank you!!

THIS FROM VICKY I added information about the Brackett library's Preservation Lab to the 
Vero Beach Genealogy resources page. Find it here: https://www.vrcc.info/vero-beach.html

Nancy Dalley, Secretary
VRCC


